
1 
 

 00 

 

STRATFORD ST MARY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 

  
MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting of Stratford St Mary Parish 
Council held at the Village Institute, Stratford St Mary at 7.30pm on 
Monday 14th March 2022. 

 

PRESENT:     IN ATTENDANCE: 
Cllr W Davies - Chairman   J O’Hanlon – Clerk 
Cllr B Such    County Cllr G Hall 
Cllr L Shead  
Cllr R Barrell – Vice Chair         
Cllr D Robinson                                             2 members of the public  
Cllr N Woodard         
       

DRAFT        

ACTION                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
  
 
01.03.22 PRESENT AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE                                                                                        
Apologies received from Cllr Paul Alexander and District Cllr J Ward.  
 
02.03.22   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS 
(1)  to receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda. None 
(2)  to receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests (if any). None 
(3)  to grant any requests for dispensations as appropriate. None 
 
03.03.22 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 10th January 2022. 
The minutes of the Parish meeting held on 10th January 2022 were approved as a true record and were 
signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Cllr Barrell and seconded by Cllr Robinson. All in favour. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                              
04.03.22 TO CONSIDER APPLICATIONS TO FILL VACANCIES WITHIN THE PARISH COUNCIL –  
There had again not been any applications to fill the 2 vacancies within the Parish Council, despite being an 
advert on the Facebook page again and the advert in the Quartet.  Cllr Such suggested a change of wording 
to this agenda item as residents my feel we have applicants we are considering.  Clerk to change           CLERK                       
 
05.03.22 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
(1) Lost Footpaths – Cllrs Davies and Robinson have been supporting residents who wanted assistance with 
the completion of the evidence forms for Essex CC.  Cllr Davies will arrange in future for residents to see sight 
of examples of what other completed forms may look like.  Cllr Robinson commented on his concern about 
the gallop going along the footpath on the Langham Hall Estate.  Work is currently being carried out here, but 
he feels that Essex CC should be made aware of the potential danger to walkers.  Clerk to notify Essex CC and 
copy County Councillor for Langham, Lewis Barber into correspondence.  Cllr Robinson will make Clerk aware 
once the work is completed.                                                                                                                              DR/CLERK 
Cllr Shead will prepare a map to go into the Quartet to ask villagers about their awareness of a section of the 
path between Hall Farm and the River Stour which runs alongside the A12 on the Suffolk side which is not at 
present a public footpath.                                                                                                                                                LS  
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It was also discussed that the deadline of 2026 has now been removed, relieving any time pressure.  Cllr Hall 
said that she would notify Kevin Verlander at Highways of our intention to add this footpath to Suffolk’s 
Definitive map.                                                                                                                                                                 GH            
 (2) Jubilee celebrations – Village residents held a meeting on 3rd March in the Parish Room, to discuss the 
plans and make suggestions, the notes from this meeting had been sent around to all Cllrs. Cllr Hall 
mentioned the traffic management system available for road closures, the Clerk confirmed this email had 
already been cascaded and Cllr Davies advised that there are not any street parties planned that would need 
a road closure.   Cllr Shead mentioned the suggestion received to plant a tree at the Millennium Garden.  Cllr 
Such advised that this would cause an issue at that particular location and would result in the garden not 
surviving and possibly not the tree either.  Other locations were discussed, and Cllr Such will come up with 
some suggestions for suitable positions for a celebratory tree at the next meeting.  A tree and maintenance 
contract would be sensible. The next meeting is 21st April.  Cllr Such will also approach Essex and Suffolk 
Water about the potential for a tree on their site at the River Garden.                                                              BS                                                                                              
(3) Fibre Broadband companies – Cllr Robinson advised that he had not heard back from Andrew Lipski at 
Gigaclear but that we had subsequently arranged a meeting with Gigaclear on 28th March anyway.  Feedback 
from Dedham who have Gigaclear already was not so positive after being down for 4 days after the recent 
storms. County Broadband won’t agree to any installations until there has been a sign up of 25% of 
households which means 45 Stratford households are still needed.  Gigaclear does not seem to be dependent 
on sign up, but they do go underground which would cause disruption.  Cllr Barrell advised that the whole 
grass verge was dug up in Dedham for the installation there.  Cllr Shead commented that this will all become 
more relevant as time goes on and these installations are futureproofing the village. Potentially in the future 
properties with fibre will be more saleable than those with not.  Cllr Woodard wanted further clarification, as 
he felt that the reason for the poor sign up in Stratford, only 35, was down to people not having enough of an 
understanding of why they might need it.  Cllr Robinson will report back to Council after the meeting on 28th 
March.                                                                                                                                                                                  DR                                                             
                                                                                                                                                                                                                
06.03.22 PUBLIC DISCUSSION 
A member of the public asked what the carpark was referred to later in the agenda.  It was explained that 
this is a potential extension to the existing car park at the Village Institute.  They also like the idea of seeing 
examples of evidence forms for the Lost paths as they had struggled knowing what to fill in.  Cllr Davies will 
arrange this.                                                                                                                                                                    WD 
This resident also mentioned their opposition to the proposed planning application at Millstream House and 
advised that other neighbours had also expressed their bitter opposition, this will be covered later in the 
agenda too.  Cllr Davies closed the public discussion as no other questions or comments were forthcoming. 
 
07.03.22 CLERKS REPORT 
The Clerk had previously circulated her report and Cllr Davies went through this with Council.  The Clerk 
wished to add that she had been contacted by Julie Lawes our internal auditor to advise that the External 
Audit paperwork will be arriving mid-March and she will also be sending the internal audit paperwork very 
shortly.  The Clerk will have this prepared for the May meeting for signoff.                                             CLERK  
 
 
08.03.22 CHAIRMANS COMMENTS 
Cllr Davies mentioned the recent storms and that although we had a few trees throughout the village come 
down these had all been dealt with very efficiently by the various organisations.  He also mentioned The 
Black Horse remains closed and unsure what is going to happen here. He also commented on Weavers House 
and that he understands their remains confusion over who is the owner by BDC.  Cllr Such is aware that there 
is an issue with the family objecting to who is due to inherit the property.  A discussion about this property 
resulted in the understanding that now the Conservation Dept of BDC have taken control of the matter, there 
is little we as a Parish Council are able to do. 
Finally, Cllr Davies mentioned the recent correspondence received about the Torch Procession coming 
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through the village on 19th May as part of the Festival of Suffolk.  It was suggested that we advise the school 
and the jubilee committee in the event that they wish to be involved and nominate someone to ride the 
rickshaw.  Clerk to forward this onto them as the deadline for nominating a volunteer is 31st March.   CLERK 
 
09.03.22 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED SINCE THE LAST MEETING –  
Suffolk Highways Street lighting LED quotation and annual costs- We had requested a quotation from Mal 
Garwood at Suffolk Highways to upgrade the 22 lampposts owned by the Parish Council to the new LED 
bulbs/heads.  The quotation was for £7694.06.  It was discussed that the LED bulbs will represent an 84 to 
90% energy saving in the coming years.  The units will eventually become irreparable as the parts will not be 
able to be replaced.  The Council decided that we should proceed with the quotation and the CIL funds can 
be used to cover the costs involved.  Proposed by Cllr Woodard seconded by Cllr Such and all were in favour.  
Clerk to go ahead and instruct Mal Garwood to proceed.  It was also suggested to ask for a quotation to get 
the posts painted at the same time as the work is being done and the Clerk will request this too.    CLERK                 
                                                                                                                                                                                                     
10.03.22 VILLAGE INSTITUTE COMMITTEE/TRUSTEES AND RELATIONSHIP WITH PARISH COUNCIL 
Cllr Davies had contacted Birketts as agreed at the last meeting and once they have come back with their 
legal advice on how to resolve the issue we will arrange another meeting with the VI trustees to try and bring 
this matter to a mutual happy conclusion. 
   
11.03.22 APPOINT A NEW TREE WARDEN. 
Cllr Such is finding it more difficult with his mobility issues to always be able to get to look at tree issues that 
are raised.  He is happy to remain as a contact but feels a new tree warden is needed.  Cllr Robinson 
volunteered and will be pleased to have Cllr Such’s advice on future tree issues.  Proposed by Cllr Barrell and 
seconded by Cllr Woodard.  All in favour.  Clerk to go ahead and alter details on the website.             CLERK 
 
12.03.22 EXPERIMENTAL DOUBLE YELLOW LINES, FUTURE REVIEW PLAN 
Cllr Such had prepared a flyer to go to all residents asking for feedback on the experimental DYL’s. This is to 
form part of a flyer advertising the Annual Parish Meeting on the 25th April.  All Cllrs had already had the 
opportunity to see the information and agreed that it should be printed off asap and delivered to all 
residents.  Clerk to arrange the printing and liaise with Cllrs about the distribution.                                  CLERK 
 
13.03.22 TO RECEIVE REPORTS FOR INFORMATION. 
Councillors had submitted their most recent reports which had been circulated by the Clerk.  
(1) County Councillor Georgia Hall. Cllr Hall also raised the following points: - 
Mark Wedgewood is the new community engagement officer as Paul Gant has now left, this should improve 
our timescales.  She had updated David Chenery about the DYL’s and she awaits his response. Cllr Davies 
asked whether there was any update with the flooding issue along Dedham Road, she will chase this up and 
report back.                                                                                                                                                                 GH 
(2) District Councillor John Ward.   
No further comments following Johns previously sent report 
(3)  Police/Neighbourhood Watch Report. Cllr Davies will continue to circulate all police/ NHW related 
emails to all Cllrs and Clerk.  He also commented about the recent 300 HGVS that had been stopped by the 
Police in one week. 
 
14.03.22 ASSET REGISTER REVIEW 
Cllr Such wanted to discuss whether the Asset Register is fit for purpose.  Are the values up to date.  Cllr 
Robinson commented that at his recent training, items never depreciate on the Asset Register. A discussion 
about whether the insurance policy and the blanket cover that most of the items come under is adequate. 
Should we be updating the value of items yearly.  Cllr Robinson is happy to review the register with Cllrs 
Davies and Such and report back at the May meeting.                                                                            DR/BD/BS                                                                                   
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15.03.22 GDPR 
Cllr Robinson had this week carried out the SALC GDPR training course.  He explained the importance of 
adherence to the GDPR and how we are all personally and jointly liable if a breach were to occur.  It needs to 
be more than just a policy; we need to be seen to be proactive in our compliance.  The high-risk areas being 
the Electoral Role register held by the Clerk and the mailing list held by Cllr Such.  It was discussed whether 
all Cllrs should be booked onto the same SALC course and agreed that they should.  Cllr Robinson is happy to 
prepare a separate training for Cllr Davies.  Cllrs Shead, Barrell, Woodard and Alexander to booked onto the 
SALC course by the Clerk.  The Clerk and Cllr Such are both due to attend the SLCC course in April.  DR/CLERK 
 
  
16.03.22 PARISH COUNCILLOR REPORTS 
Cllr Barrell raised the issue of the discharge of raw sewage into the Stour at the Talbooth.  Cllr Shead noted 
that work had already commenced today to resolve this issue.  Cllr Barrell also commented that we need to 
arrange to have the two ANPR posts put in at the two agreed locations, Haywards Cottage and near the Hall 
Farm entrance and A12 underpass.  Clerk to contact the relevant people to see how we go about arranging 
this asap.                                                                                                                                                                       CLERK       
Cllr Shead commented that there is a dead tree on the green area opposite Veyses End by No. 10 Strickmere.  
Clerk to report as necessary.                                                                                                                                    CLERK 
Cllr Such raised the issue of the increased level of dog fouling in the village, particularly in the pathway 
through behind the Anchor.  Suggested should we consider have another dog bin located in this area.  All 
agreed the Clerk should investigate this option.  Proposed by Cllr Such seconded by Cllr Robinson and all in 
favour.                                                                                                                                                                         CLERK 
Cllr Such also advised that all the village benches had now been cleaned and treated.  He also commented 
that the state of the pavements in the village is appalling particularly along by the Swan in Lower Street and 
damage had been caused to his mobility scooter.  He proposes producing a list of all areas in the village that 
need urgent attention and bringing this to the May meeting for discussion.                                                      BS 
Cllr Woodard said that the emergency team details need to be removed from the Quartet and the Website as 
none of the current team are well enough to be able to assist others in need.                                     CLERK/BS 
There was a comment that residents are continually parking on the grass verges in Tally Ho is destroying the 
grass verges and considering considerable expense was made to provide additional parking spaces here this 
is not acceptable.  It was also noted that the spaces are not always full when people still use the verge.  It 
was suggested that the Clerk prepare a letter to send to all residents in Tally Ho raising this issue.  She will 
circulate it to Cllrs for approval before potentially sending out to any residents.                                      CLERK                                                           
The owner of the horse who had kicked the lady and broken her arm is now being sued.  
The action to contact Hedge Hogs R US still needs to be done from the last meeting, the Clerk will arrange 
this on behalf of Cllr Woodard.                                                                                                                               CLERK 
There was a comment that the brick bus shelter in Upper Street opposite the Anchor is covered in ivy and 
this will be causing damage to the structure.  Cllr Such will arrange for Mikes Banks to look at this issue.    BS                                                                        
                                                                             
17.03.22 PLANNING APPLICATIONS – to consider any applications received prior to the meeting.  
DC/22/00630 2 Millstream House, Lower Street. 
A neighbouring resident had already submitted an objection to the application and had sent a copy of the 
objection to the Parish Council prior to this meeting.  There was a discussion about other fences in this 
locality.  The comments from SCC AONB team were also looked at and the Cllrs agreed with the comments 
made here.  On this basis Cllr Woodard proposed we object the application, and this was seconded by Cllr 
Davies all other Cllrs supported the objection stating that the replacement of the hedge by a fence at this 
site, would not be in keeping with the AONB area of Stratford St Mary.  The Clerk to ensure that the 
consultee comments on the Babergh DC website are completed before the expiry at midnight today.    CLERK 
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18.03.22 FINANCE 
(1)  To approve expenditure since last meeting: 
the expenditure sheets had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting. Proposed by Cllr Such and 
seconded by Cllr Shead. Decision –expenditure of £2881.07 from 11.1.22 – 14.3.22 was approved by all.   
(2)  Monthly cashflow analysis against agreed Precept. No comments 
(3)  Monthly cashflow reserves No comments 
(4) Consider applications for funding received before and after publication of agenda. None received  
(5) National Salary Pay Award – review Clerks Salary. It was proposed to increase the Clerks salary in line 
with the National Pay Award of 1.75% and this was to be backdated to 1st April 2021.  Proposed by Barrell 
and seconded by Cllr Such, all in favour. 
(6) Carpark Quotes – Cllr Such had received 3 updated quotations and one now had an improved installation 
and was for £3533 inc VAT.  It was proposed to send these onto the VI trustees for consideration and to see if 
they would like to instruct the Parish Council to go ahead and arrange the car park extension.                        BS                
 
19.01.22 DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS:   
The next Annual meeting of the Parish Council is on 9th May 2022 at 7.30pm at the Village Institute.  
The Annual Parish Meeting is on the 25th of April at the Parish Room, Upper Street at 7.30pm 
 
The Chairman thanked everyone for their contributions and attendance, and then closed the meeting at 
9.20pm. 
 

 


