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Review of LOWER STREET Issues with proposed actions 

 

Your Parish Councillors are working to try and find ways to ameliorate the disruption caused by the various issues that 

have been increasing their impact on our community during this post-lockdown period, although some of these have in 

fact been emerging over the last year or so.  

For some of these issues, proposals for action have been prepared for review/ decision at the Parish Council Meeting on 

14th September. For others, possible solutions have been identified but further consideration and possibly research is 

required, before proposals can be put forward. Considered comment will be welcomed on all of these. 

The various issues identified in recent correspondence from residents, the options for addressing them and where 

practicable, proposals for action, are set out in the table below for consideration/ decision at the September meeting. 

The other potential actions that have been considered and rejected or deferred pending further investigation for future 

consideration, are also included. 

 Issue Proposed action Possible other action  Rationale 

Parking in a manner 
likely to put others 
at risk or impede 
traffic flow  

Proceed with application to install 
double yellow lines at critical 
locations (Lower Street 
Experimental Yellow Lines-Proposal)  
 
 
 
Request to police for increased 
vigilance. 

Residents parking scheme 
in Lower Street 
 
Close off/ restrict, access 
to the river. 
 
Employment of parking 
warden  

Double yellow lines have been proven to be effective, particularly 
where there is clear justification for their implementation. 
 
To be approved, a residents parking scheme will need to be 
monitored by a warden and fully funded by residents, with the 
expectation that all residents will engage. The potential cost is 
likely to make such a scheme unviable for the number of 
properties involved but residents have not yet formally been 
asked to consider this. 
 
The employment of a warden, with or without a residents 
parking scheme in operation, is likely to prove financially 

http://stratfordstmary.onesuffolk.net/assets/Lower-Street-Issues/Stratford-St-Mary-Plan-for-request-for-Experimental-Double-Yellow-Lines.pdf
http://stratfordstmary.onesuffolk.net/assets/Lower-Street-Issues/Stratford-St-Mary-Plan-for-request-for-Experimental-Double-Yellow-Lines.pdf
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unviable. The only possible consideration would be if 
neighbouring communities were interested in sharing the cost of 
a warden, however even this would still have significant 
implications for the level of precept that would be required to 
fund it. 
  
Requests for closing or restricting access to the river have been 
considered but set aside.  
At the River Garden, where the council has some influence, it has 
been demonstrated that closure only results in the transfer of 
river access to the weir.  
At the Weir, if the Roger Brown Bridge were to be closed cutting 
off access to the portage points, those wishing to access the river 
would still be able to launch directly into the millpond. The only 
effective cut off would be to close the established footpaths to 
access from Lower Street. We do not see this as a viable option. 
This situation is exacerbated by the fact that these points of 
access to the river are not within the parish council’s remit. Not 
only are they not located within the parish but they are not even 
in our county. 
 
Approach to other authorities and organizations with 
responsibility for these access points, to request closure not 
considered reasonable, although their help in improved 
management of visitor behaviour, will be sought. 
  
The council’s intention in taking on responsibility for the land 
now designated ‘The River Garden’ was to maintain public access 
to what is seen by many as a valuable village amenity and it is 
reluctant to abandon that objective. However, to improve the 
appearance and management of the garden, plans for new 
fencing/ gate, information provision and litter control have been 
proposed (River Garden Plan)   

http://stratfordstmary.onesuffolk.net/assets/Lower-Street-Issues/RIVER-GARDEN-Plan.pdf
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Parking in a manner 
likely to 
inconvenience 
others 

Greater use of 101 telephone 
reporting and CPE internet reporting 
by residents (see link to information 
on CPE to be inserted). 
Request to police and IBC for 
increased vigilance. 

Residents parking scheme 
in Lower Street 
 
Close off/ restrict, access 
to the river. 
 
Employment of parking 
warden 

101 and CPE processes have been established to provide facility 
for individual citizens to report transgressions. Not intended for 
representational (i.e. council) use. 
 
See also rationales in respect of ‘residents parking’, ‘river access’ 
and ‘parking wardens’ provided for dangerous parking, above. 

Littering Larger and additional litter bins to 
be installed. Increased emptying 
rate. 

N/a Consideration given to removal of bins to encourage visitors to 
take rubbish home but not considered likely to be effective. 

Anti-social 
behaviour 

Greater use of 101 telephone 
reporting by residents. 
 
Request to police for increased 
vigilance. 
 

Possible application for 
Public Space Protection 
Order. 
Close off/ restrict, access 
to the river. 

Effective action against anti-social behaviour is problematical. 
Offenders have to be observed in the act by the relevant 
authority or indisputable evidence of offence provided by those 
suffering the behaviour. Both difficult to deliver in practice. 
 
See also rationales in respect of ‘river access’ provided for 
dangerous parking, above. 
 
To supplement the recommended use of 101 telephone reporting 
the council is considering application for a Public Space 
Protection Order (PSPO) for Lower Street, (Public Space 
Protection Orders) 

Increased traffic 
volume and speed 

Attempt to get a survey undertaken 
to determine whether the perceived 
increase in traffic flow and speed 
along Lower Street, is factual. 

Dependent upon the 
outcome of any survey, 
make application for a 
locally set speed limit.  

Essential to obtain relevant evidence if any application is to have 
any chance of success. Need to recognise that even if perception 
of increase is supported by the survey, approval will not 
necessarily be granted. 

Absence of public 
parking facility 

None at present.  Attempts to identify 
suitable location ongoing 

Enquiry was made of the Black Horse public house with regard to 
the use of the field adjacent to the A12. Initial response that this 
might be possible, but only if the parking facility were to be 
regularly monitored (see rationale re parking wardens above). 
  

http://stratfordstmary.onesuffolk.net/assets/Lower-Street-Issues/Parking-management-and-Civil-Parking-Enforcement.pdf
http://stratfordstmary.onesuffolk.net/assets/Lower-Street-Issues/Public-Space-Protecton-Orders.pdf
http://stratfordstmary.onesuffolk.net/assets/Lower-Street-Issues/Public-Space-Protecton-Orders.pdf
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The parish council will welcome any feedback/ comments/ questions prior to the ZOOM 

meeting on the 14th September and all parish residents are welcome to attend. 

Please contact the Clerk on parishcouncil@stratfordstmary.org.uk for details of the meeting 

or copy of related documents internet access is not possible. 

mailto:parishcouncil@stratfordstmary.org.uk

