
Double Yellow Lines in The Parish of Stratford St Mary. 

In July this year, double yellow lines were introduced to our parish as a means of 

protecting traffic flow at critical locations from the effect of inconsiderate or 

sometimes, even dangerous, parking. 

The location of the double yellow lines: 

• on the B 1029, on the Suffolk side of the Dedham Bridge; and 

• along the riverside stretch of Lower Street Stratford St Mary; 

was occasioned by recent experience of such parking, primarily by visitors to the 

area wishing to access the River Stour for recreational purposes which exacerbated 

the pre-existing pressure on finite parking spaces by Walkers and Anglers.    

The restrictions were introduced, not to prevent parking per se but to try and ensure 

adequate traffic flow so as to permit the passage of emergency and public service 

vehicles, at all times. 

This is an experimental scheme that will remain in place, unchanged, for eighteen 

months to allow its efficacy to be assessed. 

Parish residents are requested to observe the effect of the installed scheme and to 

note any particular locations and/ or circumstances that, in their opinion, might 

benefit from amendment to the scheme.  

After six months and in consultation with residents, the PC will commence a process 

to monitor and review the impact of the experimental order so as to be able to 

provide, before the end of the eighteen month experimental period, informed 

recommendation to Suffolk County Council, as to whether the order should be made 

permanent as installed, amended or scrapped. 

Comments or recommendations for amendment to the double yellow lines scheme 

should be submitted to The Parish Clerk at 

parishcouncil@stratfordstmary.org.uk  

Background 

The scheme was introduced under The Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, an Act of 
Parliament in the United Kingdom which provides powers to regulate or restrict 
traffic on UK roads, in the interest of safety. The Act is split into 10 parts covering 
147 sections, and includes 14 schedules. 

Regulations introduced under the act require a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) to be 
created by the County Council. Such an order is often preceded by an Experimental 
Traffic Regulation Order (ETRO) which has the same effect but for a finite period. 
Both are legal documents which impose traffic and parking restrictions but ETROs 
are usually used to see if a scheme will work in practice before committing to long 
term implementation. An ETRO can stay in force for up to a maximum of 18 months 
while the effects are monitored and efficacy assessed. 
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